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"An exploitation and re-cycling 
of meaning(has there ever been 
enough to go around?); desuetude 
of function with corresponding ag-
glomeration of reference; memory; 
anticipation; the connectedness of 
memory and wit; the integrity of wit: 
this is a laundry list of reactions to 
Picasso's proposition; and since it is 
a proposition evidently addressed to 
people, it is in terms such as these, in 
terms of pleasures remembered and 
desired, of a dialectic between past 
and future, of an impacting of icono-
graphic content, of a temporal as well 
as spatial collision, that resuming an 
earlier argument, one might proceed 
to specify an ideal city of the mind." 
+ + + 
Distrid 
"Extending the radical shift in ide-
ology implicit in the program, our 
ambition goes beyond producing a 
variation on an existing type by alter-
ing one of its components. We aim 
neither to change styles while retain-
ing a traditional content, nor to fit the 
proposed program into a convention-
al mold, whether neo-classical, neo 
romantic, or neo-modernist. Rather, 
our project is motivated by the most 
constructive principle within the le-
gitimate 'history' of architecture, by 
which new programmatic develop-
ments and inspirations result in new 
typologies. Our ambition is to create 
a new model in which program, form 
and ideology all play integral roles." 
+ 
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Old buildings are the 
physical reflections 
of the community's 
evolution. This kind 
of symbiosis creates 
a profound base for 
the dramatic expres-
sion of time, culture, 
history and space. 
More possibilities 
,• Witji a msjprjcal bacjcgrpujjd^^^ 
In a board sense, a community is 
formed by both dynamic and static 
elements. The dynamic elements, 
which can be considered as the mo-
bile, perceptible and floating factors, 
include people, atmosphere, culture 
etc. In contrast, the static part means 
the unmovable and solid elements, 
such as buildings in a specific area. 
The phenomenon of montage al-
ways can be observed in this kind of 
community, adding to its complexity. 
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Static parts 
+ 
The alternation of human 
landscape is one aspect 
reflecting the overall per-
spective of the community 
which can't be explained 






Commercial use LJ 
The lanes and small markets are the traditional spaces for commu-
nication. However, with the development of the society, the essence 
of the traditional public spaces changed. Some lanes and streets 
are no longer used as social space but the place only for traffic or 
other functional or physical usages. How to revitalize those positions 
architecturally and make them to serve the developing community 




The relationality and complexity of social space can be viewed from two main angles. Firstly, 
it concerns the personal experience and signification...Secondly, social space is relational in 
terms of societal structures "[1]. The old and young, people with different jobs, residents who 
are about to leave or stay still keep the social environment altering, as well as the atmosphere 
of this district. People with different lifestyles behave in various ways, the old people get up 
early and spend a whole day in the nearby area-they stroll on the narrow street, have con-
servations with their neighbors and enjoy the leisure atmosphere brought by the traditional 
neighborhood while young people work on the outside of the community and only go back to 
sleep in the hired apartment. 
The fusion of people groups represents the montage on social level, on the other hand, as 
another kind of montage, the combination of various solid elements is not negligible. For in-
stance, in a historical area, the visible montage is illustrated by the symbiosis of old and new. 
These physical elements are essential for the montage phenomenon as well. Only with the 
particular background will the layered cultural segments be connected. Old buildings are the 
physical reflections of the community's evolution. This kind of symbiosis creates a profound 
base for the dramatic expression of time, culture, history and space. 
The historical environment creates a background for the different activities, however, the dif-
ferent lifestyles make the happenings parallel to each other, intersections and crossovers of 
those behaviors is hardly to be observed, although parallel existence belongs to the proper-
ties of montage. The isolated life in the community may ultimately cause the separation of 
people, and therefore, the intersection of behaviors and the gathering of social activities are 
what should be brought into the community. In fact, the appearances of those happenings 
are based on the utilization of public spaces. The lanes and small markets are the traditional 
spaces for communication, however, with the development of the society, the essence of 
the traditional public spaces changed. Some lanes and streets are no longer used as social 
space but the place only for traffic or other functional or physical usage. How to revitalize 
those positions architecturally and make them to serve the developing community sociologi-






Piazza delle Erbe, Italy 
Plazas arose and survived first of all as a prod-
uct of, as well as an arena for civic life. The 
spatial form of plazas was inextricably linked 
to the structure of urban architecture and still 
possible to create genuine civic place under 
contemporary urban conditions without being 
reduced into mere landscape elements or the 
backdrop of monuments. 
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Interpretation 
Gangxia Village, Shenzhen, Urbanus 
If the residents of the urban village are forced to 
move into the department buildings, the integrity 
of the "micro society" will no longer exist. So, pub-
lic spaces and functions are directly implanted 
into the community to seek for the positive inter-




Daxing Village, Shenzhen, Urbanus 
The concept focuses on reinterpreting the urban and cultural implications of 
Dafen Village, which has long been considered as a strange mix of pop art. 
The museum is sandwiched by commercial and other public programs which 
intentionally allow for visual and spatial interactions among different functions. 
Exhibition, trade, painting, and residence can happen simultaneously, and can 
be interwoven into a whole new urban mechanism. 
v l f f i .
 ！
 产. 、. I 
；jyi^jjfirjLiai 
‘""'wi ii II'III wwiiii^Mn,iki^fc^jj-aiiJilMHBL 











Seattle Central Library, OMA+LMN 
12 original program program consolidation How the design involved 
Event loop 
Seattle Central Library, OMA+LMN 
Flexibility in contemporary libraries is conceived as the 
creation of generic floors on which almost any activity can 
occur. Programs are not separated, rooms or individual 
spaces not given unique characters. In practice, this means 
that bookcases define generous (though nondescript) 
reading areas on opening day, but, through the collection's 
relentless expansion, inevitably come to encroach on the 
public space. Ultimately, in this form of flexibility, the library 
strangles the very attractions that differentiate it from other 
information resources. 




Staff levels, garage 
By arranging the collection in a continuous ribbon—running from 000 to 999一 
the subjects form a coexistence that approaches the organic; each evolves 
relative to the others, occupying more or less space on the ribbon, but never 
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Active edge Anchor 
Key Words ^ ^ 
Anchor ^ ^ ^ , 、 
Cultural Promenade \ 
Patchwork Strategy & 
Active edge 
the aim was to find a concept which integrates a traffic and pedestrian rational with the qualitative and development needs of the city - a commercial strat-» 
却y providing administrative facilities and a framework for residential development. * 
Each zone possessing its own unique character, together they add up to a network of urbane public spaces. At one end of the centre the Cathedral of 
'Christ's Resurrection' anchors, at the other end a Commercial Anchor is added. These are connected by the Boulevard Shen Gjergji 一 a 'Cultural Prom-• 
enade'. Reduction in expansive communist road widths allows an extension of the Cathedral Square. This square is planned three steps above the street 
and framed by cafe pergolas. A large stage left of the cathedral and a smaller stage to the right facilitate events. Curved paving stripes echo the Cathedral • 
geometry and serve to discipline market stands. 
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Insertion 
Moritzburg Museum Extension, Germany 
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The proposal for enlargement is based on a single and clear architectural idea. It involves a new roof, conceived as a large folded platform, which rise? 
and breaks to allow natural light to enter, and from which the new exhibition areas hang. The result of this operation is to free completely the floor of the 
•ancient ruin, providing a unique space that allows a range of exhibition possibilities. This design is complemented with the building of two new vertic^ 
communication cores. The first is located in the north wing to connect the levels which must be intercommunicated. The second is a new, contemporary 
tower, 25 metres high, in the place once occupied by the bastion, which provides access to the new exhibition areas with their distant views over the city.： 
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Gesture 
Guru Bar, Athens, Klab architecture 
The commission was to create an additional floor to the existing building 
as well as to design proposals for the jazz bar on the upper floor and for 
the design of the new exterior fagade. A great deal of consideration was 
given to the idea of duality and the transformation between day time and 
night time activity in the area. The response was to create a skin of rusted 
steel that could become a "bunker" during the morning and open up dur-
ing the night. The context of the area was a neglected urban centre and 
a piazza that no one knew existed. The adjacent buildings were used for 
light manufacture, and their condition was one of decay, mostly covered 
by metallic panels. The rusting material of our facade is a metaphor for the 
transformation in a deteriorating phase. 
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Site Selection Criteria: 
1. Vibrant area with different kinds of people. •• 
2. Aging rate being high( people who have lived 
here for a long time). 
3. Complexity of urban fabric. . 
4. Diversity of building types. 
5. Lack of public space. 
m m 
Site Observation: 
To the chosen site, as the Bridge Street Market will no longer be used as in previ-
ous years, the local public space has lost its essence gradually. The traditional 
behaviors of residents, like chatting, barging and relaxing are nowhere to take 
place. In other words, an intersection should be created to serve those people, 
or some characteristics of the community will disappear eventually. Moreover, 
the Police R & F Married Quarters will be conserved as an innovative center, 
which will probably serve the young residents and people from outside of the 
community. 
r：/-^---；；1:二-=:-芝-、”、 械二一少'一.、、：：之名 
• - - 一 j a 一 一 一 n 
OL'-'^' 
- W 1 pTjVpfp pT I —F- •cr-
r r^ ^J-
一—-^WU J——^；;^  
While respecting to the urban integrity, the social 
factors should be taken into consideration. A place 
for the existing montage phenomenon has already 
been provided, the developing axis of the original 
community is well protected in this way. But hap-
penings, like people's behaviors, need a larger 
field to take place. "Public urban space becomes 
conceived of as the event of assembly. In public 
urban spaces, the experiential, particular weak 
places come together...As a logical form, it is gen-
eral but the content, what is assembled(and ‘the 
specificity of the mix of links' to what is beyond, as 
Massey puts it), makes each public urban spaces 
unique and djfferential”[2]. 
Present situation: 
1. Some tenements in Wing Lee St are sold to gov-
ernments or land developers, but some renters in 
the tenements owned by their original proprietors 
still want to stay. Most owners of the tenements 
along Ching Wong St want to keep their property. 
2. There are some gaps between old buildings, 
their sizes are alternative. 
3. The Hollywood Road Police R & F Married Quar-
ters nearby is about to be revitalized. 
-A" 
According to Tschumi's opinion, a place, or an environment can be 
produced for those happenings. Here montage, whose axis is parallel 
to the original one，can be utilized as a strategy to deal with this issue. 
-A" 
A place, or a combination of devices, is 
about to be created, without impeding the 
development of the old one. 
In the urban scale, this kind of cre-
ation will add to the urban pattern 
and contribute to the variety of the 
montage phenomenon in the histori-
cal community; architecturally, the 
added components with the essence 
of diversity and flexibility will serve 
people as a complementary mecha-
nism to deal with the lack of public 
devices. 
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New scale Old scale 
The montage mentioned above is spontaneous in a historical community，which will result in urban and social problems. When old and new meet each 
other, the conflicts take place. The traditional figure-ground relationship is interrupted by the random and irregular plug-ins, leading to the confusion of urban 
spaces and functions. So how to deal with the "gray spaces" generated? As Colin Rowe said in the book Collage City, a thought of pluralism is needed, 
it will be reflected in the urban space as a kind of integration based on the traditional figure-ground relationship, and meanwhile, the new substance itself 
and the urban fabric expressed by the composition of substances which already exist will merge together. The existing urban fabric is an essential element 
of the integrity of a community. But only focusing on the context will lead to the limitation of opportunities for development. In this condition, the concept 
"field" brought forward by Stan Allen, which provides an open and compatible background for architecture and its environment, can be considered as the 
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Main roads 
Public spaces 
Based on the observation about the physical environment, it can be found that different groups of people 
have different places for gathering. So the public spaces can be divided into two parts: the traditional 
ones and the modern ones. The lanes and markets can be defined as traditional gathering space, since 
old people are used to walk through those places to enjoy comparatively close neighborhood brought 
by the narrow space and conversations in markets. Other than the old people, middle-aged people also 
go to those places, depending on the convenience brought by the traditional commercial mode. Young 
people, children and their parents can be observed in the main streets frequently, for they are connected 
to the modern life style more closely than the two kinds of people mentioned above. Thus, the lack of 
interactions between groups of people is what worth considering. 
Seeing from the diagrams, the heights of the columns have shown that in specific given time quantum, 
the amounts of people specified by the age groups are out of balance in the chosen place, and there-
fore, considering the sociological relationships, people in different groups should be merged together 
to create an environment with more opportunities for communication between people in different ages. 
Market 
Number of people 
M 
Time 
Morning Noon Evening 
Lanes 
Number of people 
Time 
Morning Noon Evening 
Main 
streets 
Number of people 












Looking at the site map, there is a fact that the population is enormous on both sides of Shing Wong Street because of the surrounding 
high-rise residential buildings. That means the Shing Wong Street can naturally function as a conjunction serving the both sides. Sec-
ondly, lifestyles are divided by the street: at the west side of the street, there are a lot of high-rise residential buildings, which represent the 
modern life style, in the mean time, at the east side of the street, a series of tenement houses represent the traditional life style. Here the 










The lanes and street illustrate different kinds of typologies which contain various behavior patterns ranging from children's to old people's. The 
site for design should contain both of the typologies to provide a physical environment generating the possibilities for happenings. The chosen 
site is adjacent to the Shing Wong Street, the complex typology demonstrate it characteristics: there are a series of tenement house in the site, 
which has a unique integrity in volume and facade. Besides, some high-rise residential buildings are around the site, bringing in the possibilities 









What will people do when they come to 





What's in common 
Exchange 
How to arrange those 
different happenings 
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Middle- Young Children 
aged people 
people 
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Middle- Young Children 
people aged people 
people 
Number 小 Main road 
of people 
Old Middle- Young Children 
people aged people 
people 
Traditional communal space: 
Market, lanes, platforms, under the 
eaves 
Additional spaces: 
The innovative center, an iO 
* 
between sapce/building, the 
functional&physical connectioris 
摯 





Old people-where to buy th'e 
fresh vegetables, where to com-
• 




ple--where to relax and exchange 
informations while walking through 
this area 
Children—where is the playground 
after class 
Activities: 
Shopping, chatting, walking, re 
laxing-existing 
Exchanging—to be added 
-A" 
In Hong Kong, the "sitting our areas" are al-
ways defined as public spaces. However, only 
elders or homeless people use them frequent-
ly. What's even worse, some of those areas 
are surrounded by iron wires which keep pas-
sengers out of the "rest gardens, leading to the 
desolation of the expected "public spaces". 
Public space * Sitting out area 
-A" 
Life in streets 
Middle-aged people 
Life in commuiV|y» centres 
-A" 
Old People 
Hong Kong style 
•restaurant 
Exhibition 
Hong Kong style 
restaurant 
Different usages 
For different groups 
In different time 
Possible programs: 
Library 
















The scale and fabric of the old buildings should be respected. Not only a single old building 
but a series of tenement houses need to be taken into consideration. The spatial expression 
from them can be utilized as spatial definitions and specifications for design. Other than the 
factors on the outside, the in-between spaces align the tenement house, and the interface 
)etween old low-rise buildings and residential high-rise buildings are considerable as well. 
Topological characteristics 
The originally defined spaces 
-A" 
spatial interactions « 
番 
Inside & Outside 
-A" 
Dimension 2 
Different dimensions represent different kinds of activities. 
Some elements, such as the ladders, the limited size of each 
unit in the market and the section of the street can be con-
sidered as the components of the dimensions. There is the 
possibility of how to use the extracted components to define 
the spatial interactions on the inside and outside of the site. 
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The space between buildings along the street, the space in front of each single tene-
ment house and the space under the eave are spaces in traditional use, by which people 
define the public and private space. The data from those old buildings can be concluded 
into several specific numbers. When the spatial definition and specific data are com-





Restricted by the 
special terrain, the 
communal spac-
es here appear 
as linesir ones. 
-A" 
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Most library were designed in tradi-
tional ways, which made the reading 
space a separated part for a single ac-
tivity. 
Alternation: 
When different reading spaces over-
lap. there wilt be an interface other 
than reading. The interface can be 
other functions or activities connecting 
many separated reading modes. 
Overlapped communication 
Centripetal communication 
In the examples, the centre for reading, 
as well as a place for gathering formed 
naturally through the design strategy. 
-A" 
The newtlibrary of Shantou University, Ray Chan 
f ^ l ' 
. . . ？ :. :tfir ( "頌.m 
New library of Alexandria 
Parallel communication 
Another non-traditional way of reading 
is a one-direction mode. Different 












iThe exsiting gesture is vertical, when another gesture in a different direction is applied into this 
jsite, the differentiation in gesture will make the new plug-in more impressive. 
-A" 

The initial concept of the design is to create a plat-
form for most groups of people when happening take 
place. There will be many information from various 
groups . The place for different behaviors is the precon-
dition to create a platform for those groups of people. 
-A" 
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Exchage-the storeys are not separated, people can easily go to different levels. While they are walking or reading, they can observe how other people 
behave or attend the activities on other floors, as well as people's behaviors within the in-between spaces of old buildings and new buildings. 
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